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SHOULD THE ROLLS—BENTLEY BE ALLOWED TO ENTER? 


ROLLS -ROYCE OWNERS CLUB _OF AUSTRALIA 


Letter to All Members 


Since you have done me the honour of electing me Federal President for 
this year, and since it appears unlikely that I shall be able to speak 
personally to many members during this period, I feel I should make use 
of our Club Magazine to address you on a few of the most important matters 
currently concerning the Rolls-Royce Owners Club of Australia. 


_ Firstly, I would like to add my congratulations and encouragement to 
Adrian Garrett for the fine job he is doing of editing and producing, with 
the staunch support of his wife Sandra, this, our Club Magazine. Please 
help him to continue this excellent work by supplying photographs and 
stories. 


Secondly, I would like to add my thoughts to those already expressed 
on the subject of whether or not our membership should be expanded to 
include full membership for owners of Bentley cars designed and manufactured 
by Bentley Motors (1931) Ltd. 


As I understand it, this Club was originally formed to foster and unite 
the interests and efforts of those who know and love the Rolls-Royce motor- 
ear, and who need no convincing that today, as yesterday, the Rolls-Royce 
is the best car in the world. Because real quality must always be 
expensive to buy, many of us must, for the sake of the continued sanity of 
our Bank Manager, restrict our ownership of this paragon of motor-cars to 
middle-aged, or elderly snecimens, built during the period when the Bentley 
motor-car was produced by a completely separate company, being very different 
in character and design, if not, I suggest, so very different in standard of 
execution, from Rolls-Royce motor-cars of the period. 


Others of us find a fascination and interest in early Rolls-Royces which, 
due to the effects of mechanical and economic evolution, we may not feel so 
strongly for the later products of the Company. 


However, regardless of what originally attracted you to the Rolls-Royce 
Owners Club, I would ask you to pause for a moment, and give serious 
consideration to what course of action on this question of Bentley membership 
would be in the best interests of the Club, both for the present and even 
more important, for the future. There are, of course, two basic schools of 
thought on this matter, the first maintaining that full membership should be 
confined to owners of motor cars which carry the Rolls-Royce name and badge, 
while others take the wider view that since the differences, never very 
great, between the Rolls-Royce built Bentley and the Rolls-Royce itself have 
been getting less and less as time passes, the time has now come to open the 
doors, at least of the outer temple, to Bentley owners. 
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I am personally inclined to favour this latter view, since I feel that 
the advantages to the Club far outweigh the disadvantages, and this was also 
the unenimous feeling of the Federal Council during its meeting at Wagga. 

By admitting Bentley owners to full membership, but under a scheme which 
imposes certain important restrictions, we widen our membership to attract 

a number of otherwise suitable people who would not be attracted unless they 
could take a reasonably active part in the Club's activities. Once some of 
these people have become familiar with the Club and its interests, it is 

more than probable that they will be imbved with a desire to enjoy 
unrestricted membership, thus swelling the thinning ranks of those with the 
energy, enthusiasm and financial ability to maintein or restore a Rolls-Royce 
motor-car. 7 


I suggest that this is sufficient reason alone to include Bentley owners 
in our Club, on a basis which encourages them to become Rolls-Royce owners, 
while not losing sight of the fact that, since 1946, approximately three 
Bentleys have been sold in Australia to every one Rolls-Royce. If we 
continue to ignore and discourage the Bentley owners, we are, in my opinion, 
seriously restricting, rather than actively encouraging the growth of this 
Club. 


Even though a minority amongst you may not have wholly agreed with the 
initial thovghts of extending membership to Bentley owners, I would ask you 
to reconsider this whole question, and, I trust, vote in favour of the 
necessary Constitutional Amendment when this matter is brought up again, 
rather then endanger the health of the whole Club by opposing an amendment 
favoured by your Federal Council, and the majority of Club members. 


Finally, I feel that all members, particularly those of us who have had 
the good fortune to come to know him personally, will join with me in 
extending our deepest sympathy to Jack Vidler, whose father died recently. 
Mr. Vidler Snr., who was a pioneer of motoring, and a member of the "Circle 
of the 19th Century Motorists", was living in retirement in London. 


Arrangements for the next Federal Meeting, to be held at Mildura in 


June, are almost complete, and we in South Australia are working hard to 
produce a record attendance of Rolls-Royces. 


0 hep ECT 


(G. Sandford-Morgan) 
Federal President 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Sir, 


Beneath the cover photograph of the previous issue, was the remark: 
"Probably the First Rolls-Royce Rally. Four 1907 cars outside The Cat and 
Fiddle, Derbyshire." 


In "The Flying Lady", No. 56-3, for June, 1956 on page 239, is a small 
photograph of nine Rolls-Royces (and Royces, apparently), 2 of them having 
noticeably "scuare" radiator shells. Underneath is the caption, "Farly 
R,-R, types, Eaton Hall, Chester, July 15, 1905, from "Rolls-Royce Memories" 
by Massac Buist," 


What exactly constitutes a "Rally" is possibly rather more legal than 
quickly observables; nevertheless this extremely interesting 1905 gathering 
may be a contender to the claim, 


Yours, 
Peter Harwin. 
Sydney (Hon. Librarian) 


Early R-R types, Eaton Hall, Chester, July 15, 1905. 
From ‘‘Rolls-Royce Memories’’ by Massac Buist. 


i i ivi first prize 
T Bruce with his 1923 Twenty receiving rize 
orate Victorian Concours d'Blegance from John Griffiths 
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CONCOURS D'ELEGANCE (VICTORIAN RRANCI) 


On Sunday 26th November, 1961, we held our annual Concours d' Elegance 
at the Drive-in Cinema at Scoresby. Our thanks to Ken Dyer who organized 
this venue for us, for it was a most successful spot in which to hold this 
event, The cafe was opened by the owner, and it was a great help to those 
of us who were too busv cleaning our cars beforehand to rustle up some 
sandwiches for lunch, Easy to get at and large in area, it was a surprisingly 
good place for the concours, 


In all there were 24 Rolls—Royces, our best roll up to date. Members 
and cars were as follows:- 


l. Jim Cooper 1914 Silver Ghost Tourer 
2, Ken Dyer 1926 Twenty Saloon 
3. Leighton West 1936 Phanton 111 Sedanca de Ville 
4. Arthur McDermott 1948 Silver Wraith Saloon 
5. Fred Robinson 1912 Silver Ghost Tourer 
6. a i 1934 20/25 Saloon 
T. Claude Robinson 1927 Twenty Saloon 
8. Terry Bruce 1923 Twenty Limousine 
9. Claude Reilly and 1915 Silver Ghost Tourer 
Jim Bickett 
10, David Baker 1923 Twenty Tourer 
ll. Victor Caulfield 1923 Twenty Tourer 
12. John Griffiths 1936 Phantom 111 Saloon 
13, Miles Maxwell 1922 Silver Ghost Saloon 
14, John Day 1926 Twenty Saloon 
15. C.Puls 1935 Phantom 11 Saloon 
16, Terry Payne 20/25 Saloon 
17. i WW 1928 Phantom 1 Saloon 
18, John Lawson 1923 Twenty Saloon 
19, Patrick Kane-White 1923 Twenty Carrosserie Transformable 


The Two members there but whose cars were not judged weret— 


Norman Carter 1935 20/25 Saloon 
Bruce Ble ckburn 1923 Twenty Tourer 
New members and their cars were as follows:— 
ile Michael Nicholas 1934 Phantom 11 Sedanca Coupe 
2. Claude Mason 1930 20/25 Saloon 
3. Brian Mealy Phantom 1 Saloon 


Jack Vidler came in his Bentley, as did Charles Cairns, who has disposed 
of his 1934 20/25 saloon and is now the owner of a post-war Rentley. Don 
Busch, Peter Crooke and family, Richard Knight, Michael Ricketson and family, 
David Jones and David Owen (who drove Fred's 20/25) were also there. My 
memory fails me here, so will members not mentioned please forgive me. With 
all the friends and families it was a satisfactory turnout of people, if not 
of cars. 


I need hardly name the judge who so unfailingly helps us out on these 
occasions — difficult tasks that I hope he isn't getting sick of doing —— 
Jack Vidler who, with John Griffiths, worked hard most of the afternoon, 
We are very grateful to both of them for time given up to undertake this 
important job. 


Their placings were as follows:— 
lst. Terry Bruce 
2nd. Leighton West 
3rd. Arthur McDermott 
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Our congratulations to those three for their well-deserved awards, the 
announcement of which more or less put an end to the day's junketings. A 
pleasant gathering for those of us who were there. A few more cars than 
last year, but it would be a pleasant and rewarding sight to see even half the 
cars owned by members of our branch on this the most important of our branch's 
events of the year. 


Patrick Kane—White 


NEWS FROM SYDNEY 


The New South Wales Branch was well represented at the meeting of Vintage 
cars at Warwick Farm Race Course last November. The number of Rolls Rovces 
present, far outweighed any other single make present. Graham Soderland's 
Barker 20 H.P., probably the best example of this model in the country, took 
part in its first club event. The other models were well represented though 
only a few S.Ghosts attended but George Green's "Midget" 1911 Silver Ghost, 
took out the concours prize for the Vintage class. A few members were seen 
in other makes, the Editor aired his recently restored 3 litre Bentley and 
the writer drove Mr.Green's Prince Henry Vauxhall. 


The last week-end of February saw the N.S.W. Branch as the guest of 
hicMilliams Wines Pty.Limited at their !tunter River Vineyards. We journeved 
up on the Saturday morning, twenty five cers in all, We were welcomed 
civicsally, lunched, shown around the vineyards, instructed as to wine tasting 
and then banquetted. On Sunday members competed in a Gymkahana in perfect 
surroundings and with about 1,000 spectators. Again we lunched as guests 
of McWilliams and then took our own way home. George Sevenoeks said in 
his speech of thanks that the week-end was the best motor week-end he has 
ever exverienced,. McWilliams were the perfect hosts. A fuller renort 
together with photogrephs will appear in the next edition of the magazine. 


During February, we were pleased to welcome Barry and Margaret Gillings 
back from England and America. We all knew that the Rolls Royce Rarry and 
Margaret would bring back would be outstanding. The Hooper Landaulet de 
Ville Phantom 11 can only be described as magnificient, 


D.G.D. 


Wave you heard about Larking? 
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Bill Fleming's 1923 S.G. polished everywhere for a 
special occasion in Brisbane, 


Mr. Strachan's stable includes this Park Ward 20 H.P 
during the club's visit to the Menangle N.S.W,. 
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seen here 
"Rotolactor" dairy farm 


A RESTORATION DRAMA; "70A2" 
by Peter Harwin & Tony Strachan 


Rolls-Royce 20 H.P. 1923 


Chassis No. 70 A2 

Engine No. G 435 

Engine 6 cylinder o.h.v. 3" bore x 44" stroke, 3.127 litres 
Reg. Wt. 30 cwt. 

Tyres 23" x 500 

Gearbox 3 speed 

Brakes Rear-wheel only 

Springs Semi - elliptic 


"WANTED: A WRECKED CIASSIS BY TWO PEOPLE WITH BODY TO SUIT ROLLS#ROYCE", 
would not only bee bad as grammar, but awkward as a working arrangement, 
many people have suggested. How, they ask, do you manage to "re-hody" 
a vintage Rolls-Royce, and how also does dual-ownership work out? 


Three years ago (Sept., 1958) one of us was rung up by a Club member: 
"There's a 3-speed "20" for sale at e--—--'s place ... (pause) it's a UTILITY 
... Oh it goes auite ...(voice drops unwittingly)... etc., etc., etc.," 


Since I was intent on buying a vintage R.-R,., but had also a fairly 
ailing V---~ 14/40 tourer to sport, I saw dual-ownership as a possible 
solution, A shattering telephone call was made (to T.S.) and the joint- 
ownership had begun; we lived only 4 miles apart, had plenty of (uncovered) 
space, and euite unrestricted optimism, 


We decided to share all expenses equally, from brasso and blind-tassels, 
to registration and re-bore. We were both undergraduates and there were 
virtually no money problems; we think this was because there was virtually no 
money. 


We paid our £100 and gravitated homeward in it (with a friend); we all 
grinned slightly most of the way; nobody fell out and nothing fell off; the 
windscreen-wiper worked, of course,it was needed, This being the first 
utility truck we'd owned, it was pressed into active service immediately the 
parental recovery was made3 we chugged to T.S's grandmother's with a heavy 
refrigerator on board, and when the teil-lamp didn't work on the return trip, 
we rigged up a horrible plastic affair which sort-of operated. 


We loyally cleaned the motor of its accumulated soot and grease the next 
day. We used 2 old toothbrushes and much kerosene. One of the toothbrushes 
wes also the one used by T°S. for cleaning his teeth, so we struck one of our 
earliest replacement expenses. 


The vehicle was an unlovely looking thing. It was originally a 
7 passenger limousine by Smith & Waddington of Sydney (and probably very ugly) 
delivered to a Mr.Nichaelis, a boot manufacturer in the City. On his death 
(c.1930) it went to a Nr.Gullifer, a gold prospector in the West, whom a 
friend described as a "very concervative slightly eccentric old bush type", 
who took it continually over the entire continent as a utility. 


The body had been chopped off behind the front seat and a forthright 
looking platform constructed. He sold it ce. 1948 (and had another "20") 
to a retired Scot (whom we visited) with old connections with Rolls-Royces 
in Scotland. He and his wife went on holiday trips, camping in it, and 
doubtless saw that they covered those few parts of the country where there was 
no gold. A month before we wought it, Ron Grant purchased it and it saw 


116 


service as a towing-truck and runebout. 


It made staggery bronchial moises when it went — which it ALWAYS did! 
The most regular thing about the motor was its steady decline. Restoration 
or a dramatic relapse were in the offing? 


The motor and chassis were nevertheless very little altered from the 
original, though numerous attachments had disappeared. Although now one of 
the earliest Twenties in enthusiast hands, it's not at all "historic" or 
unusual as a Rolls—Royce. We, therefore, originally planned to merely restore 
it to decency without complete renovation, and preferably with a touring body, 
because it would be light, easier to restore and aesthetically easier to make 
look original. 


We soon decided that a "half-baked" effort was in many respects a waste 
of money and not at all setisfying; we have now replaced almost every piece of 
worn metal in the car (with original-type parts, largely available from York 
Motors) and have tried to effect a complete rejuvenation. All the lavour was 
done by ourselves, the earlier part completely in the open, with insects and 
weather to contend with. A lot of help and advice came from Club members, 
while the skilled engineering work was done professionally. The most 
invaluable help, to say nothing of enthusiasm and encouragement, has come from 
Mr. Ward at the R.-R, Repair Depot. 


Although the work has not been done in one phase, hut throughout the 3 
years — with much use in between each "stage" - a general summary mey be of 
interest; 

ENGINE: © The blocks were re-bored (not for the first time in their life) 
and new pistons, ripgs, gudgeon pins, bearings, big ends and mains, tappet 
pins and rollers, rocker=shaft, timing-gear and ball-races, fan, carburettor 
needle and seat and sparking plugs were fitted. The crankshaft was re-ground 
six exhaust valves built up with "stellite", and the water—pump completely 
overhauled — new shaft, bearings and packing. 


ELECTRICAL: The generator was completely overhauled (new commutator, 
brushes and races), starting motor overhauled (new races) and also the 
distributor tower (rebushed and new ball-race). The car was completely 
re-wired as original (except for the added foot dipper-switch); the electrical 
cut-out was rebuilt and original side and head lamps fitted, after much 
searching for the latter type. A “diver's helmet" tail lamp was purchased 
from a Club member, to our joy: 


TRANSMISSION: A new clutch-plate, linings and thrust race were fitted, 
also one new race in the gearbox and two to the rear hubs; the foot and hand 
brakes were re-lined, the drums skimmed out and new cables fitted to the 
foot—brake. 


An unusual and expensive mishap occurred, at one stage, to the differential 
a previous owner had allowed water to lie inside and no amount of draining and 
oil-changing prevented the corrosion which apparently set in. After maladjust— 
ment in an attempt to fix it by a helper, it readily “gave up" and consequently 
a new crown wheel, pinion drive were fitted. This delay began the day before 
we were to pay for the newly-finished paintwork: 


CHASSIS: All steering-rods were dismantled and new ball-joints, leather 
covers and king-pins fitted, The steering box was untouched, New pins and 
bushes were fitted to the front springs, two new centre-bolts fitted, and some 
u - bolts replaced. Two new main leaves and new pins and bushes all round were 
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THE HARWIN-STR 


The car as it is now, painted 
caramel and black, with buttoned 
tapestry rear seat, 
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ACHAN TWENTY 
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The car as it was bought 

in September, 1958, The 
Smith & Waddington limousine 
body had been considerably 
modified. 


fitted to the rear springs. 


All instruments work, the thermostet having been overhauled, and a new 
("20") speedometer fitted. There is unfortunately no clock. 


One of the plagues (or joys?) of vintage ownership is in replacing missing 
parts with the original; the chassis had no spare-wheel bracket, shock-dampers 
radiator shutters, R.-R, lamps or R.-R, plate covering the crank—-handle 
aperture, were missing when we bought it. By constent "chasing up" we have 
now replaced all these parts except suitable working radietor louvres { our 
core is unoriginal also), though we hope to be obtaining these, Most of 
these come through obscure Club channels from scattered sources; a replica 
"20" mascot was similarly obtained, to our relief. 


The mileage has been estimated by comparisons (with other 20s) of wear 
in bonnet locks catches and hinges, pedals, moving chassis parts, engine 
components, rods and levers, one previous owner's account, and Mr. Ward's 
knowledge of its gold-prospecting jaunts; it is certainly no less than 
500,000 miles. 


We attached great importance to fitting appropriate coachwork. Having 
chopped off the utility body with an axe, hacksaw and cold chisel, we (a) 
burnt it on Fmpire Night, and (bv) thoroughly cleaned the chassis of red Central 
Australian mud (no gold!), then rust-proofed it. The mechanical work was 
begun, but we also heard of a possible "body" through Club channels. 


We sew, measured-up, briefly haggled for and bought for £10 a once— 
Glorious Austin "20" 6 cyl. saloon-limousine, with some missing glass and 
upholstery and its engine dismantled. The Vauxhall 14/40 performed one of 
its noblest (and last, for me) services in towing home the Austin, which was 
slightly longer than an R,-R, 20.. As the Austin's brakes were better than 
the Vauxhall's, downhill parts of the trip resembled a fish being lowered down 
into the water ... 


The aluminium body by Arthur Mulliner (the "Ranelagh" style, I think) 
was structurally very advanced, being originally designed in early 1924 
and thus appropriate for the R.R 20, and built c. 1926/27. It is built on a 
steel chassis of its own, with relatively tittle timber, any rotten parts 
we replaced, and a roof of light slats with padding and leather top. Each 
door has 4 large brass hinges, deep easy winding window glasses, The body 
also had a windscreen of Edwardian depth, a (missing) central swivelling chair 
seat, fine leather upholstery (decayed in the back seat only) and very 
attractively plain window cappings of rosewood (55 pieces, all of which we 
labouriously sanded and re—varnished), 


We "sat" the body on the R.-R. chassis, then made appropriate alterations; 
lowering the steering-wheel to the owner—driver position provided, re—-shaping 
of the aluminium scuttle (later finished professionally), building up the body 
on timber to the correct height and deepening the rear wheel-arches. The 
roof was later taken off and overhauled and a new metal base for the rear 
seat constructed. 


The roof ventilator was fitted with amber-tinted glass, broken and missing 
glass replaced and a rear seat built from new, The rear part of the car and 
the seat were upholstered with tapestry, the remainder being navy leather with 
grey head lining and pile carpet. New blinds of taffeta were fitted and tassels 
made up. All the interior nickel was replated and new R.-R, pads obtained for 
the front pedals. 
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The exterior remained black and silver (we scraped it down to the metal) 
for some time but it is now painted black and a colour approximating that 
on an Edwardian Lanchester in England — best? described as caramel, 


The cer looks not unoriginal, which we consider is the most important 
practical aspect in such a restoration. 


The sale of some Austin chassis parts reduced its purchase cost to 
£6/10/-3 one year after its arrival it was towed away to the tip at a bitterly 
cold 4 A.M. behind a now very smug Rolls-Royce, and found the next morning 
totally stripped and overturned by vandals, 


The "Twenty" is not without its whims and adventures, In backing out of 
Smith & Waddington's showroom in 1923, Bert. Ward prophetically caught the door 
on a stair—post and had to have it refitted! On the night before the 
Katoomba "Veteran Run", which was the car's first invitation into Club events, 
T.S. was "booked" for doing 42 m.p.h. (whilst rushing to obtain head-lining, 
the fitting of which was a traditional Vintage "all-night" affair va 


Until its re-bore, the sparking plugs had to be thoroughly cleaned on 
every trip to prevent their further oiling-up. Passers—by at various times 
_were probably not impressed by the tank-noise of suddenly disconnected exhaust 
pipe, nor the battery—box falling out, nor the trip to Wiseman's Ferry at 
night with no roof and an umbrella up to ward off the inevitable rain. On 
persuading one's mother — dressing-gown clad for bed - to go for a short run 
in the newly—bodied car, one finds it embarrassing to have the battery catch 
fire, expecially when floorboards, carpet, mother and other things have to be 
flung out in a frenzy and a quick walk home up the street made for suitable 
equipment, 


Possibly the week in which we used 60 gallons of petrol impressed us 
most (or least); being in the early days of ownership we had put in the high 
speed carburettor jet upside-down ... 


Despite these, the "20" has never failed us on the road, even in the dark 
utility days. It now runs extremely sweetly and from the high back seat one 
hears only a delightful hiss, on the direct drive. It has covered, 17,000 
miles since 1958, most of them during memorable tours and constant excursions. 


We used it regularly at University for some time, and my school cricket 
team finds ample transport in it - an invaluable morale-booster ?! In 13,000 
milea the new tyres have never been taken from their wheels; it will cruise 
indefinitely at 50-60 m.p.h., yet was the second slowest-running car at the 
Wagga Rally. 


It wan the "Fast-Slow" race at the Pitt Town Gymkhana and does 18-23 
m.p.g- in normal use. At the 1961 Wagga Rally it gained First Prize in the 
Annuel Club Concours d'Elegance for pre-1930 cars; in this we were very honoured 
and delighted. 


Being a car for pleasure (though also very practical) joint-ownership has 
not proved troublesome; the lack of pressing need for its use allows a very 
flexible arrangement, 


It is now a source of the keenest pleasure (even if head-winds do disturb 
its progress...)3; whether imitating the bass mosouito hum on 2nd. gear, or 
observing the roof gutterings of other vehicles, or just pretending to race 
(motorized) invalid chairs, one is being constantly charmed by the "Twenty"... 


121 


The car was largely restored in 

this position under a silky oak, 
i The chassis repainted. 

ii Rody leaving Austin, 


iii Body arriving R.-R. appropiately 
altered 


THE HARWIN-STRACHAN TWENTY 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE 1914 ALPINE TRIAL 
James Radley's performance on the only Rolls-Royce entered 


Extracts from 'The Autocar' of June 27th & July 4th & 18th, 1914 
prepared by Peter Harwin 


"The unlocking of the bonnet broke a line of dust, and the aspect of the 
engine within, covered as it was with dust, grit and dead flies, was fearful 
to behold. Indeed, the engine had been missing somewhat on the drive from 
the garage, and uniformity was not restored until the dried caked dust had 
been wiped from the insulation of the sparking plugs." 


The car was a Continental 40-50 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost, privetely owned 
and driven by James Radley in the just-finished Alpine Trial of 1914 and 
immediately re-purchased by R.-R.Ltd, It was being given a demonstration run, 
(with Radley driving) to 'The Autocar' from London to Coventry and back, when 
the bonnet was first unsealed since the Trial had begun in Vienna on Sunday, 
June 14th, 


The state of the car is in some ways as significant as its effort in the 
Trial just before, "It was very hard to realize," purred The Autocar, "That 
this beautifully running car ... had come through an 1,800 mile Alpine 
competition in the hands of Radley, besides having done some 2,000 miles in 
addition ... Radley does not spare his car in the least, His driving in the 
Alpine test was evidence of this, and after a test of this kind, one would 
expect the running of a car to be somewhat spoiled till it had been carefully 
tended and adjusted. Yet ... this Rolls-Royce without adjustment or cleaning 
or attention of any kind was running perfectly. 


There was no sign of 'pinking', or incipient knocks; one could not hear the 
valve gear at alls there was not even one noisy tappet out of the twelve; one 
could accelerate rapidly, almost brutally, without a jar ... There were no 
creaks or groans about the chassis of any kind, while the brakes were as smooth 
and as powerful as ever ..." 


James Radley, the "brilliant amateur" (to quote Clutton & Standford), 
had driven a London-Edinburgh model in the 1912 Trials this was the occasion 
of the failure to ascend the 1:4 Katschberg section until unloaded of passengers. 
In the 1913 Trial, he drove one of four "Continental" models entered (an 
excellent account being in the "Flying Lady" 52-6, December 1952); these had 
altered gear and compression ratios, greater radiator capacity, a four-speed 
gearbox and cantilever rear springs, embodied in orthodox "Silver Ghost" 
40-50 h.p. construction. Three were official Company entries - Radley 
entered privately. The course had been 1,654 miles and the Rolls-Royce 
performance became a highlight of that company's achievements. No other 
British cars, incidentally, had competed. 


It was the Radley car of THIS and NOT the 1914 Trial, which has been 
restored by Mr.W.F.Watson of the 20~Ghost Club (reg.no, AH.1772, chassis no. 
2260 E), having been sold directly after the 1913 Trial for £1,450. (p.68, 
"Flying Lady", 52-6), 


The 1914 Austrian Alpine Trial began in Vienna, with 75 actual comp— 
etitors, on a slightly altered and longer route then the previous years. 
The R.-R, Continental was the fourth largest in capacity, the largest being 
2 Benz's of 10,080 ccs, and the smallest a Singer, of 1,096 ccs. 
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This time there were other British cars with characteristic names to 
match: Sir Everard Duncombe (Wolseley), Tinsley Waterhouse (Vauxhell), H, Austin 
(Austin), Sir W°G.Armstrong—Whitworth & Co. (Armstrong-Whitworth) and Singer 
& Co., not unsurprisingly, on a Singer. 


The Autocar reporter travelled on a magnificent Labourdette skiff—bodied 
Rolls-Royce, another Continental, with flared wings and rakish outline, 


The account began in ‘The Autocar' on p, 1234 with an approprinte sense 
of drama. "THE GREAT ALPINE TRIAL, An awful opening. Splurging through 
mud, Scenes on the Loibl, Mrs, Boston's hairbreath Escape. Fire and Flood. 
Ry Chas.L.Freeston, F.R.G.S., Author of ....etc." 


"I have never known anything so arduous," wrote Freeston (who had also 
reported the 1913 Trial). "The season had been late this year, and heavy 
rain had been falling for a long period right up to the day of the trial. 

Now the first day's route was a bed routes; for the major portion of the 
appointed 258 miles (Vienna to Klagenfurt) it was diverted from main roads 
along local by-roads, normally vile, but, owing to the rains, almost impassable 
and such mud as hed collected I have never seen in any country or at any time 
oo» Rain fell nearby the whole day with occasional thunder and lightning into 
the bargain..." 


Numerous Passes were encountered here, with such gradients as 1:5 and 
almost 124, In fact almost every day's “hop" had at least one notorious and 
talked-about obstacle. 


In this first case, it was a Pass called "The Pack", which was "a 
veritable sea of mud. One charged through billows of it, rising high above 
the gullies, and the spectacle was about the most extraordinary that could be 
imagined, At one point some split pine logs had been laid down, and the 
remedy was worse than the disease, for the flat and polished faces of the logs 
were unpermost, and studded tyres simply spum around thereon and refused to 
get a grip especially as the gradient was about 1:4 (!), Several cars had to 
be pushed over the obstacle - not from lack of power, but from sheer inability 
to get a foothold", 


The weather remained foul, "...with the accompaniment of loud rolls of 
thunder and lightning almost playing around the bonnet Mr, Radley made a 
marvellous journey and arrived at 3,20, but even after seven o'clock competitors 
were still coming ins in fact, such late finishes were never known before", 


This first day's experience must have aroused forebodings in even the 
stoutest and most inscrutable hearts: Several cars hed already suffered 
mishaps, The Singer had thoughtlessly run out of petrol "in a remote spot" 
(with a 2% hrs. wait for more )$ a flare - up was reported on Count von Thun und 
Hohenstein's Benz (not of Prussian temper, but ) of petrol in the carburettor; 
and amongst others, "the Chevrolet also gave up ..." 


Because of the bitterly cold nights, "Mr,Radley had a tight—fitting 
nightcap for his R,-R, of leather lined with asbestos, and the engine started 
next morning with a cuarter turn. A great cloud of dust flew out from the 
louvres, sucked in from the radiator which was nlastered with mud," 


The next day's lap — Klagenfurt to Trieste (Mon., June 15th) was 251 miles, 
and it was here that Radley overshot a turn-off, "as the flag-waver had not 
arrived for his morning's work", He had, then, to cover an extra 55 miles and 
did the 306 miles in 10 hrs. 25 mins., much of it over snaky roads and with the 
constant worry of running out of petrol. 
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TWO VIEWS OF A 1913 ALPINE EAGLE 


One of Alpine Team at Derby. From RR Ltd. Engine of Radley car, restored by Watson. 

At Trieste the competitors rested for a gloriously fine day - "The scene 
on the racecourse was one of much brilliance and animation, a large number of 
fashionable spectators being present..." 


On this same journey, extraordinary things had been happening to a 
Darracq driver, Mr. George, who, through a last-minute accident to the original 
driver of the car, "... was telegraphed for from England, and only arrived just 
in time to start at Vienna, knowing nothing about the trial route. 


The car was in a shocking condition, and by the second day its clutch 
had to be disengaged by means of a strap, operated by the mechanic; the gears 
did not mesh ... while the footbrake was out of action, one half having dropped 
off..." Mr. Freeston, with characteristically Edwardian precision, observed 
that “it was impossible not to entertain fears as to eventualitiess " but 
Mr.George, with characteristically British something, “was determined to continue 
the trial." 


From looking at photographs of the event, two features of the roads stand 
out: The indefinite texture of much of the surface, and the terrifying inside 
banking of the hairpin bends. 


In the next section (June l7rh) from Trieste to Toblach (248 mi.), 
The Loibl Pass seems to have been the “bogey" for that particular lap. 
"It is the inside banking of the Loibl corners that is so unicue and awfuls one 
rises to the hairpin corner confidently enough, but when the car is half-way 
round, one seems to be faced by a veritable rampart, and the sensation is 
almost akin to that of climbing a wall." A photograph of the Pass, looking 
down, is shown beside the account of Radley's ascent of this magnificent 
mountain, The view is breathtaking. The heady fresh air undoubtedly 
prompted Freeston into a piece of rapturous prose? "Just on the stroke of 
nine I heard the petarade of an ascending car, then a few punts and a dead 
stop. Immediately afterwards there came an engine note which sounded like 
Radley's, followed by a vigorous 'Klaxoning'. At once I scented trouble, and 
rushed down to a point which commanded a view of the ascending road. With a 
powerful binocular I saw, about a thousand feet below, the grey Rolls-Royce 
at a standstill behind a stranded sumpter wagon which was carrying tyres and 
spares for the Austro-Daimler teams. It was drawn across the road, right in 
front of Radley's car. In frantic tones which echoed from hill to hill, and 
were audible all up the valley, Radley yelled to the driver of the wagon to get 
out of the way, and backed his car for twenty yerds to allow him to manoeuvre, 
but had to wait two or three minutes before he could get going. He had alreddy 
been blocked once lower down by a private car, so that his record was completely 
spoileds otherwise he would certainly have beaten his amazing performance of 
last year. I ran back to .-. where I had fixed my camera, and snapped Radley 
es he passed. He swished round the steep bend almost as if he were at 
Brooklands." 125 


Along with mention of other competitors' adventures, "the excellence of 
the organization, the politeness of the peasantry, and the beauty and charm of 
the women, who throw flowers until the car can hold no more", Freeston voiced 
the general criticism of having sealed bonnet, when observers were any case 
being carried. He felt this should be relaxed for minor irritations, such 
as the replacement or cleaning of sparking-plugs, “a disability against which 
no driver or maker can guard himself." 


The next day — Toblach to Bozen (202 mi.) — began along "beautifully 
engineered passes ... with gradients never exceeding eight percent (i.e. 
1 in 128) over cement—like surfaces ..."; but the advent of a landslide later 


put half the remaining field in great trouble. 


Radley head made an effortless progress, but Mrs. Boston's Cadillac left 
the road violently and hung poised over a vast chasm, held by a stone. "A 
touch would have sent it hurtling ... but an inch is es good as a mile and all 
were saved ... of course, everybody concerned was warmly congratulated in the 
evening and none more so than the lady herself, but," carefully added Freeston, 
"the mind reels at the picture of the averted consequences ..." 


"Dr. Bleichroeder's Minerva-Knight had had its carburettor ablaze ... 
and afterwards all its high tension wiring went in a second flare-up" 


On the Rozen to Innsbruch stretch (212 mi.) on June 19th., Freeston wrote; 
"T can say nothing more of the English cars than that Radley's Rolls-Royce 
has been first in on each day except when he lost his way to Trieste ..." 
He added that all the British cars were doing well, "the Austin being equally 
pointless-..." One assumes this last word merely meant that it had lost no 
points?! "The only other incident of the day ... is that Dr, Bleichroeder had 
another flare-up." 


At the Innsbruch stop, where there was a day of rest (June 20th. ), the 
well-known Radley "incident" occurred: "It was remoured all over the hotel 
Tyrol that Radley had gone off on the Rolls-Royce skiff for an evening jaunt 
up the Stelvio. As a matter of fact, he had embarked upon something much 
more ambitious. Ever since the trial began people have been talking with 
bated breath of the TurracherhBhe, a pass which no car had ever been up until 
the trial route was announced and two or three competitors sampled in advance, 
Their reports were to the effect that no car could possibly get up it on a wet 
day, so steep is the gradient and so bad the surface. Radley was anxious, 
therefore, to go on a prospecting tour, and came to me to ask for the loan of 
the skiff, as his own car, of course, was "parked". The journey on which he 
set off about five o'clock (June 19th) was one of about 600 kilometres there 
and back, and now I am awaiting his return with anxiety. I hear that he was 
seen with a couple of gendarmes on board. Was he giving them a lift, or 
what?" 


In the best "serial" tradition of a 1914 film, Freeston's article stops 
to leave all these weighty auestions — tingling in the cuivering Reader's 
mind - until the following issue (July 4th, 1914), And so shall I3 what 
better inducement can there be for rushing to obtain the next issue of the 
club magazine? 126 


REVIEW '61 - from the Melbourne "Treasury" 


It is New Year's Eve in Melbourne, end the last few hours of 1961 tick 
away. 


The year One Thousand, nine hundred and sexty one, - what a year, 
Historians will probably mark it as the end of the "boom" years in this 
country, there were bigger and better bombs than ever before, and even Li} 
Abner found himself in more strife than usual. llowever, despite these 
outside pressures, the Victorian Branch experienced its best year ever. 


From every aspect, this year past has been one of satisfying success, 
ond with it the development of maturity which should place us amongst the 
leading car clubs in this country, Due, in no smell manner, to the sound 
leadership of President Fred Robinson, We began the year with 73 members, 
owning in all 77 Rolls—Rovces, some in delapitated or chassis form only, others 
immaculate vehicles. 


Despite the fact thet 10 members retired from our midsty we enter 1962 
with 94 members who own 100 Rolls—Royces and 4 Rentley cars. 


Along with the increase in the number of cars, there has been a 
substantial improvement in the quality of the vehicles. Restorations completed 
during the year by Dr.Leighton West (P.111), David Jones (P 11), Miles Maxwell 
(S.G.), Gred Robinson (S.G.), Jim Kelso, Vic. Caulfield and Terry Bruce 
(20 H.P.'s) have been superb, At least a further six members have cars under 
restoration, which should be completed during 1962. 


Our first rally for the year to Bernard Dowd's seaside residence at 
Mount Martha was attended by 12 "most desirable" R.R.'s. Certainly a day to 
be remembered by those who were fortunate enough to he there. 


Dr. Leighton West's musical evening was planned to be a diversity from 
lengthy discussions on R.R.'s (and Bentleys) whilst wives were present, 
However, even Greig's Piano Concerto No. 1, in B Flat Minor could not entice 
any males away from Leighton's newly restored P 111, on view to us for the 
first time complete with body. 


Kalorama, Faster Monday — that wonderful day organized by the Combined 
Vintage Car Clubs, ~ produced 18 R.R.'s, 16 from our club, Probably the most 
wonderful feast of motoring (from a Vintage point of view) ever seen in 
Melbourne, and held under nerfect conditions. 


Perfect weather made our run to Emerald Falls one of the most enjoyable 
of the year. President gave a successful demonstration of how to run a P 11 
there and back with vacuum tank inoperative... 


Enthusiasm mounted nrior to Wagga. The Secretary and I had the sole 
aim of having our entire mobile fleet at Wagga, and our telephones still 
haven't recovered, The disaster of the year was David Owen's misfortune in 
severely samaging his 1935 P 11 only weeks before Wagga. 


The success of Wagga has been established over and over in the many 
post-mortems held since, s success that one can only hope will be repeated 
in the years to come. 


Four of our cars "stole the show" at the Lst. Racing Years Exhibition 
held in the Olympic Swimming Pool building. There is a great possibility 
that this exhibition will become an anual event, 
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Jim Cooper and Fred Robinson drove their Silver Ghosts 831 miles through 
Victoria and Southern New South Wales, to celebrate the 50th, Anniversary of 
the original London to Edinburgh run, in September, using top gear throughout, 
they were accompanied by Reilly-Bickett-Morgan Alpine Eagle as far as Swan 
Hill - and throughout the tour by Owen Bailey's Silver Dawn, 


I think that anyone who didn't have to pay for the Annual Dinner enjoyed 
themselves, and those of us who had to foot the bill made a mental resolution 
to go somewhere else next year. 


We invited the Bentley Drivers and Alvis Car Clubs to our rally at 
Tooroorong Resevoir. More perfect weather and some very interesting motor 
cars made a most enjoyable day. 


The Concourse d*Elegance attended by 24 cars reported elsewhere, was 
held once again in perfect weather, Resulted in a well deserved and popular 
win for Terry Bruce (20 H.P.) 


The events for the year finished with Berwick. So did most of the 
drivers and passengers in the 100 deg.+ heat at the Vintage Drivers Club 
Auto Kana, where 10 R,R.8s represented our club in a series of interesting 
events. 


1961 has ended. A year which, either by cold statistical facts, or 
by looking back over the warm friendships made and enjoyed, has been our best 
ever, 


Let us not be complacent, however, and strive to make 1962 better still. 
"See what we can do in '62" 


K.C.Dyer 


THE 1962 FEDERAL MEETING WILL 
BE HELD AT MILDURA IN JUNE 


Once each year the R.R.0O.C. holds a Rally 
ab which it is possible to meet members from 
other states, 


This meeting has been held at Wagga Wagga 
for the past three years and at the invitation 
of the South Australian Branch will be held at 
Mildura in June, 1962, 


The long-weekend June, 9th - 10th - llth is 
the occasion, so do plan to join us if you can. 
Between twenty and thirty cars are expected. 
Please inform your branch secretary of the number 
of persons requiring accommodation, as soon as 
possible, for Mildura hotels get fully booked 
over this weekend, 
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